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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 

Membership Change — Motion 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [11.22 am]: I move — 

That the member for West Swan be appointed to the Public Accounts Committee to fill the vacancy 
caused by the resignation of the member for Willagee. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [11.22 am]: I want to say just a couple of words. First, I would like to say 
thank you to the Leader of the House for moving that the member for West Swan be appointed to the Public 
Accounts Committee. Secondly, I indicate that her appointment retains the agreement on the composition of the 
Public Accounts Committee and one other committee of the Parliament, which was entered into by the 
government and opposition late last year. Naturally, both committees will be changing their composition because 
of the announcement by the former Premier, the member for Willagee, of his retirement from politics, and the 
announcement by the member for Armadale that she will be retiring from state Parliament at some point in the 
future. That would be another opportunity to adhere to the agreement entered into last year, whereby both sides 
agreed that now and for the future two committees would not be government controlled. I think that was a bit of 
a groundbreaking arrangement that was entered into.  

Thirdly, I want to congratulate the Premier on his commentary about the member for Willagee and the fact that 
he indicated publicly his congratulations to the former Premier on his contribution to the state Parliament. He 
also said words to the effect that he thought that a former Premier should be able to leave the Parliament at a 
time of that person’s choosing in light of the role that person held and that he did not think it was an 
inappropriate act on the part of the former Premier to announce his retirement. I also appreciate the fact that the 
Premier wrote to the former Premier, the member for Willagee, and was very kind in his comments to the former 
member for Willagee about his contribution to Parliament and wished his family the best. I thank the Premier for 
that. 

I want also to congratulate the member for West Swan for her ascension to the Public Accounts Committee and 
indicate that I think she will be a worthwhile addition to the committee, considering her work history and her 
qualifications, which include a major in economics and finance as part of a degree at Curtin University. She was 
selected for the graduate program with the Department of Finance and Deregulation in Canberra. She worked in 
various areas of the Department of Finance in Canberra, including preparing two federal budgets and major 
economic statements. She worked with the Department of Finance regional office in Perth, providing training on 
financial management. She worked in the state Department of Treasury and Finance for two years and was 
involved in the preparation of two state budgets. She worked as the director of economic policy of the 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet from 2003 to 2005. With her expertise in the area of economics and 
public accounts, I think the member for West Swan will be a valuable addition to the Public Accounts 
Committee and will bring rigour to that committee that her experience and qualifications obviously provide. I 
congratulate her on her appointment to that position. 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [11.27 am] — in reply: I will respond, because I 
thought this was simply going to go through on the motion and the vote on it. The opposition manager of 
business has made some comments, so it is probably prudent that I make some comments as well. I congratulate 
the member for West Swan for being appointed to the Public Accounts Committee. I am sure she is very well 
qualified to be on any committee in this Parliament, as I think most members in this Parliament are. I must say 
that I have certainly tried to keep to what was arranged in the agreement on the make-up of committees between 
the government and the Labor Party following the last election. Had the member for Fremantle approached me 
and said that she would like to nominate for the committee, I would have been in a dilemma. She is not a 
government member and, therefore, could be well qualified to go on that committee as well. She did not 
approach me, so I assumed that she was not interested. Had she done so, however, I would have been tempted to 
give it serious consideration, because I think it would have been very useful experience for the member for 
Fremantle. However, she did not approach me, so I did not bother going down that track.  

Mr M.P. Whitely: Will you take an interjection? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am not taking interjections. This is a very simple motion. I just want to respond.  

Mr M.P. Whitely: I will get up and speak. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Because my comments are in response to the motion that has been moved, the member 
cannot speak after me.  

We are reminded of the agreement that was made and, as it were, the conventions of Parliament very often on 
the make-up of committees. In the past it has always been the government members that have dominated every 
committee and virtually had chairmanship of every committee, other than when an Independent was chairing a 
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committee because it was acceptable to both sides of the house. That applies prior to 2001. I want to remind the 
manager of opposition business what happened in 2001 when the Labor Party took government from the Liberal-
National government of the day and the committees were being made up. On the committee to which I was 
appointed there were two Liberal members, two Labor members and one Independent member. That 
Independent was an Independent Labor member, namely, Larry Graham. Quite frankly, the Labor Party broke 
with the convention of that day, because it would not allow a member of the opposition to be a deputy chairman, 
which was the usual convention. They used the excuse that Larry Graham was not a member of the Labor Party 
and not a Labor member of Parliament, so he could therefore be given the deputy chairman’s position. The 
deputy chairman would usually be a member of the opposition. The Liberal Party was denied that in 2001. 
However, I like to think that we have made some groundbreaking agreement and, hopefully, started a convention 
in Parliament. Should the day come—God forbid—when the Labor Party again takes control of the 
administration of this state, I hope Labor Party members will then accept the agreement that they reached with us 
following the last election; that is, that two of the main committees—I suggest the ones which we are looking at 
today and which are in place at the moment—will be in the chairmanship and control of the opposition. I do not 
have a problem with that at all. I do have a problem when political parties renege on conventions and 
agreements. It is in Hansard now that the Labor Party has said it will do this, should it ever regain power again. I 
hope that Labor members will keep to that should they regain government in the dim and distant future.  

I wish the member for West Swan all the very best on her participation in that committee. It is a very important 
committee. I know that she is well qualified in many of the areas that the committee will be looking into. 

Question put and passed. 
 


